


storm-driven waves evolve and become ordered sets of waves, to the final influence of the ocean

bottom in shaping breaking waves.

In and around the Teahupo’o reef system, fish and mammals thrive in pristine Pacific
waters. Life on a reef is dependent on wave action as wave turbulence dissolves oxygen and
facilitates transport of nutrients to the complex, living reef ecosystem. Breaking waves also
shape the geology and geography of any land mass they encounter. On the Teahupo’o outer reef,
storm-caused swells that have traveled thousands of miles collide with the Tahitian limestone

barrier, creating huge waves and constantly changing and eroding the reef itself.

Using this extreme wave environment as playroom and classroom, the surfers and the
film’s narrator engage audiences in exploring where waves come from, their essential nature, and
their ecological and cultural role. Filmed for IMAX and other giant screen theatres, The Ultimate
Wave Tahiti mixes science and play in a profound giant screen exploration of our shared ocean

environment.
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