


Intertwined with the story of a wave’s birth and ultimate trip to its final destination, the
story of Tahiti’s culture and mythical lore play a role in helping theater audiences grasp the true

beauty of the island location and the shores that meet its crystal blue surroundings.

Long seen as the perfect honeymoon location, Tahiti is much more than an ideal special
event destination. It’s a rare combination of volcanic rock islands jutting thousands of feet from
the ocean floor and adjacent reefs providing a home to underwater lives soon to be seen on the

eight-story high screens in the world’s IMAX and other giant screen theaters.

The underwater filming done by Stephen Low and his crew provides the antithetical
visuals to the majestic beauty of the cresting Teahupo’o wave ridden by Slater and Van

Bastolaer.

The Ultimate Wave Tahiti will enthrall audiences with director Low’s story-telling that is
supplemented by animated characterizations of the millions of years of transformation depicting
the island chain’s rise from the depths to become one of the most evocative and most sought-
after destinations in the world. To many, it is merely the location found in famous novels, to
others the carrot at the end of a dangling incentive stick. To surfers around the globe, however,

it is nothing less than an Everest equivalent.

Surfing insiders have designated this wave as truly unique; accessible to only a handful of
skilled individuals. And in its threatening uniqueness lies the beauty and power that make this an

ultimate.

Known as “the Mayor of Teahupo’o,” Van Bastolaer plays the perfect host to Slater’s
worldly persona as surfer extraordinaire and man about town. Together, they form a bond that is
communicated in the film’s 43-minute duration, yet few would know that their relationship

existed mainly on a long-distance basis before filming began.

Tahiti, its culture, its beauty, and its all-encompassing historical relevance to so much of

what this film addresses, is the ultimate location.



According to director Low, “we’ll make many more films in the coming years, but we’ll
never again find a place this close to heaven. The surfers told us, and we’ve all become

converts.”
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